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Sir: 

This Response to Restriction Requirement is responsive to the Office Action mailed September 
16, 2002, which set a one month period for response, making a response due October 16, 2002. A 
Petition for a two Month Extension of Time is submitted with this Response, making this Response due 
on or before December 16, 2002. As such, a response is timely filed. 

Restriction Requirement 

In the Office Action, the Examiner set forth a Restriction Requirement requiring election of one 
of the following groups of claims: 
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Group I: Claims 43-66, drawn to a method for treating an arthritic or inflammatory condition 

by administration of a protein encoded by SEQ ID NO: 8; 
Group II; Claims 67-69, drawn to a pharmaceutical composition comprising the protein 

encoded by SEQ ID NO: 8; 
Group III: Claims 67-69, drawn to a pharmaceutical composition comprising the protein 

encoded by SEQ ID NO: 9; and 
Group IV: Claims 43-66, drawn to a method for treating an arthritic or inflammatory condition 

by administration of a protein encoded by SEQ ID NO: 9. 
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Election of group for examination 

Applicants hereby provisionally elect to prosecute the claims of Group IV, claims 43-66 and 
SEQ. ID NO:9, and traverse the restriction requirement to the extent the Groups are restricted according 
to the sequence. The grounds for traverse are set out below. 

Traverse of restriction requirement 

Applicants traverse the restriction between Group I and Group IV, and between Group II and 
Group HI. As stated in the MPEP §803, if search and examination of an entire application can be made 
without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it includes claims to 
independent or distinct inventions. 

Each of the recited sequences — SEQ ID NOS: 8 and 9 — has already been searched in the 
examination of priority application USSN 09/081,385. Accordingly, it would not be a burden on the 
Examiner to consider these sequences together, and no restriction is permitted (MPEP § 804). 

Accordingly, applicants request that Group IV be consolidated with Group I, and Group HI be 
consolidated with Group H 

Request for rejoinder 

Applicants do not traverse the restriction between Groups I and n, or betewen Groups HI and IV. 

However, novelty of the protein encoded by SEQ. ID NOS: 8 and 9 has already been established 
in the priority application. It would not be a burden on the Examiner to consider product claims and 
method claims together, since novelty of the product confers novelty on its use. 

Applicants respectfully request that claims 47-69 all be examined together with respect to both 
SEQ. ID NO:8 and SEQ. ID NO:9. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 and 1.17 
which may be required by this paper, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-0815 
Order No. IRVN-007CON. 



Respectfully submitted, 

BOZICEVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 




BOZICEVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 
200 Middlefield Road, Suite 200 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Telephone: (650) 327-3400 
Facsimile: (650)327-3231 
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